PHOTOVOLTAICS

Publication of the magazine Sun, Wind & Energy (Issue 17/2011).
Kindly release for publication by the author William Wilming
(Wilming editorial office).

Ulm-based Phocos AG, a German manufacturer of
solar charge controllers, MPP trackers and other com-
ponents for off-grid PV energy supplies, unveiled its
new mini complete system “Pico” at Intersolar Europe
2011 in Munich. At first sight, it seems to be simply a
solar lamp which can be used either as a ceiling light
or hand-held torch. Under the covers, however, it in-
tegrates not only the LED, but also a battery and a
USB port for the charging of external devices, e.g.
mobile phones or MP3 players. The lamp, or that s to
say its battery, can be charged via a solar module, a
car battery or an AC adapter. Phocos claims that the
“Pico” system will provide up to 55 hours of light.

Another product presented by the company at
Intersolar Europe was a new CIS-N charge controller,
whose full encapsulation and robust design are an
ideal recommendation for demanding situations.
According to Phocos, its principal applications are
most likely to be found in the oil and gas industry, in
traffic systems (traffic lights, signs) and in outdoor
environments wherever harsh weather conditions are
encountered. The CIS-N controller was designed for
applications which require earthing of the neutral
conductor.

With street lighting, Phocos has addressed yet
another field of application. “Solar street lights are
integrated systems,” says Head of International Mar-
keting Susanne Kircher. “They comprise a solar mod-
ule, a charge controller, a battery and an energy-
saving DC lamp, usually in the form of efficient, long-
life LEDs.” For 2000 lumen of light from a 30 W LED
lamp, a 150 W module and a 100 Ah battery are re-
quired — assuming a maximum period of operation
from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m. and from 5 to 8 a.m. in Decem-
ber.
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Pico system in a rural
household in India  Photo: Phocos
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